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Figure 1.9 Reading Rope
(Scarborough, 2001)
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Proficient Word Recognition - Fluency

A ...the hallmark

of fluent reading is
the ability to
decode and
comprehend at the
same time...




The 3 Dimensions of Reading Fluency




Accuracy in Word Decoding
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Automatic Processing




Automatic Word Recognition Experiment
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Prosody Experiment
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Ultimate Goal of Fluency:
Independent, Silent Reading

Characteristics of a Fluent, Seasoned Reader:

« Knows how to read and stay focused on reading for
long periods of time

 Choose what they are going to read, for what purpose,
and how long they need to read to suit those purposes

 Know about the task of reading, about themselves as
readers, and how to self-monitor their reading

* Engage in reading with confidence

There is a convincing body of research that shows time
spent reading is highly correlated with reading
achievement.



Sample Test Question

Question:

During a small-group literacy workshop, a teacher reads a classic fairy tale aloud to
students. While reading, the teacher stops to discuss how good readers adjust the pitch
and volume of their voice, use punctuation cues to attend to proper phrasing, and read
with natural expression. The teacher’s instruction primarily emphasizes which of the
following components of reading fluency?

A. Accuracy

B. Prosody

C. Automaticity
D. Rate




ANSWER

Correct Answer: B

Option (B) is correct. The teacher uses a read-
aloud activity to model for students the elements
of prosodic oral reading fluency (adjusting pitch
and volume, reading with appropriate phrasing,
and reading with natural expression).




Effective Fluency Instruction







Alphabetic Prosody




Fluency Practice with Letter Names
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Developing Speed Drills
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* At the partial word level (Have students read the sound that the letter c makes
in each combination.)

1 1 ci ce co cu ca cu
d 2ading at difrerent
ca Ci cy ) ce ca
co cy cu Ci ce co
ae Wo| DA words, Nign ce cy ca Ci cu co
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cite  cent cart cups camp cyst

cost city cans cell calf cede

* At the phrase level

in the city when | camp

under the cart over in the campsite
within the cup around the cyst
after the calf when | cede

e At the sentence level

— When the boy from the city went to summer camp, he had a great time.
— The cyst on his wrist was gone after he went to see the doctor.
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Phrase-Cued Oral Reading
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Simultaneous Oral Reading
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Partner Reading (including Modeling)
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Other Fluency Strategies for Pairs &

Individuals
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Other Fluency Strategies for Groups
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Sample Test Question

To address the fluency difficulties faced by students in a guided reading group,
the teacher decides to implement readers’ theater lessons. Which of the
following instructional steps will best support the students’ improvement of
reading fluency?

A. Permitting the students to work as a group to select a text based on their
collaborative interests

B. Assigning each student a character part prior to reading the text as a group
C. Modeling the reading of three possible texts for students to decide on one
D. Asking students to read the text independently and orally before choosing
character parts




ANSWER

Correct Answer: D

Option (D) is correct. This is an essential step in
the process of readers’ theater. It provides
students with time to develop familiarity, practice,
and ownership that supports their growth in
reading with fluency.







Assessing Accuracy e e
and Automaticity
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v Students are assessed individually as they read
- aloud for 1 minute from an unpracticed,
unfamiliar, grade-level text.

v Subtract the total # of errors from the total #
of words read in 1 minute

v Best to take several samples and average
them.

v Use Oral Reading Fluency Norms Chart
(DIBELS; Hasbrouck & Tindal; Carver; Mather &
Goldstein)

v’ May use handheld technological devices

v’ Research shows that reaching 50t percentile
IS good enough to attain comprehension

b
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Assessment: Leveling Students




Sample Test Question

A teacher selects both fiction and nonfiction texts that all students in a guided reading
group can read independently with 95 percent accuracy. The teacher instructs the
students to read the texts aloud together chorally four times over a period of time.
Which of the following changes to the activity best facilitates reading fluency?

A. Including only texts that students can read with 100 percent accuracy

B. Choosing either all fiction or all nonfiction texts

C. Modeling how to read the selected texts before asking the students to read them
D. Introducing key vocabulary words before having students read the texts




ANSWER

Correct Answer: C

Option (C) is correct. The weakness in the
teacher’s plan is the lack of modeling to enable
students to hear fluent oral reading.




Assessing Prosody

Figure 7.3 National Assessment of Educational Progress Fluency Scale

Fluent Level 4 Reads primarily in larger, meaningful phrase groups. Although some regres-
sions, repetitions, and deviations from text may be present, these do not
appear to detract from the overall structure of the story. Preservation of the
author’s syntax is consistent. Some or most of the story is read with expressive
interpretation.

Fluent Level 3 Reads primarily in three- or four-word phrase groups. Some small groupings ‘/ 4' Level Rat] n g Sca le Of
may be present. However, the majority of phrasing seems appropriate and pre- .
serves the syntax of the author, Little or no expressive interpretation is present. p ro pe r p h Frasin g 3
expression, and intonation

Non-Fluent Level 2 Reads primarily in two-word phrases with some three- or four-word groupings.
Some word-by-word reading may be present. Word groupings may seem
awkward and unrelated to larger context of sentence or passage.

Non-Fluent Level 1 Reads primarily word-by-word, Occasional two-word or three-word phrases
may occur but these are infrequent and/or they do not preserve meaningful
syntax.

v’ Best if paired with
anecdotal records

Source: Fourth-Grade Students Reading Aloud: NAEP 2002 Special Study of Oral Reading, by M. C. Daane, |. R.
Campbell, W. S. Grigg, M. J. Goodman, and A. Oranje, NCES 2006-469, U.S. Department of Education,

Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics (Washington, DC: Government
Printing Office, 2005).
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Importance of Prosody
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Timeline of Typical Reading Development & the
Window for Maximum Effect of Intervention

< Too soon? Window for most Typical window for a “diagnosis” -

effective intervention Too late for most effective
ion and intervention




Looking at ORF Expectations during the
“Window of Opportunity”




Students Who are Struggling with Word

|dentification...
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" There is no comprehension
strategy powerful enough tc
compensate for the fact that

you can’t read the words.

-Dr. Anita Archer



Sample Test Question

The table shown represents data Which of the following instructional
gathered by a classroom teacher supports is best justified by the data
after administering diagnostic shown?

reading assessments to a second-

grade class over the course of the A. Enhancing self-monitoring strategies
school year. Shown are the data for B. Strengthening vocabulary

a specific student as well as the development

class averages. C. Developing greater reading fluency

D. Increasing text comprehension

Fall Winter Spring

51 72 89

48 67 80



ANSWER

Correct Answer: C

Option (C) is correct. The data in the running record
indicate that, compared to the grade-level average, the
student is underperforming over time in the area of
words read per minute. As words read per minute is one
component of reading fluency, instruction designed to
enhance that area is most indicated.




Question

When planning instruction to support students’ reading development, a third-grade teacher includes the
following activities.

Engaging students in reader’s theater

Requiring students to participate in repeated readings

Modeling fluent reading of various genres

Providing opportunities for independent reading

By engaging students in the activities listed, the teacher best demonstrates an understanding of

which of the following principles related to growth in literacy?

A. Areader’s ability to consistently process all genres of text at a rapid rate results in deeper comprehension
of complex ideas.

B. A reader’s participation in oral reading activities with peers promotes the reader’s interest in wide reading
of complex texts.

C. Areader who can fluently and automatically decode words can give full attention to comprehending a
written text.

writing styles.



ANSWER

Correct Answer: C

Option (C) is correct. Research has shown that a reader’s
fluency level is highly correlated with the reader’s ability
to comprehend text. To become a proficient reader, a
student needs to be able to decode automatically and
use mental energy to think about the meaning of a text.




Question

A third-grade teacher notices that many students in class exhibit poor
reading fluency when asked to read sentences or longer passages aloud
and plans to incorporate activities to support fluent reading behaviors.

Which THREE of the following activities best accomplish the teacher’s
objective?

A. Encouraging students to record events from a story while they read
B. Engaging in choral reading as a class for a page of text

C. Asking questions during and after reading a familiar text

D. Modeling one sentence at a time aloud for students to imitate

E. Providing students with a script to practice and read orally in front of
their peers




ANSWER

Correct Answer: B, D, E

Options (B), (D), and (E) are correct. Choral reading is a literacy
technique that helps students build their fluency, self-confidence, and
motivation in reading. During choral reading, a group of students or an
individual student reads a passage aloud, with or without a teacher.
Echoing is an effective method to learn to read with greater expression,
phrasing, and prosody. It incorporates modeling with an action that
students must do themselves. Readers’ theater is an oral performance
of a script, it is one of the best ways to promote fluency.




Sample Test Question

A first-grade teacher informally assesses students’ reading skills
by periodically conducting running records. The teacher
measures individual student progress in reading rate, word-
recognition accuracy, and comprehension of fictional text.
Results from a running record are given in the following chart.

Which of the following actions can the teacher take to best use
the data to guide instruction?

A.Holding a conference with each student to provide immediate
feedback regarding performance in the assessed literacy areas

B. Creat.in%]small groups of students with mixed abilities to
engage in hands-on activities that reinforce recently introduced
literacy skills

C. Providing whole-class direct instruction in recognized areas of
weakness by using alternate teaching strategies to improve
student skill mastery

D. Organizing flexible groups comprising students with similar
strengths and weaknesses to reteach or enrich targeted skills

61
64
53
39
25
60
54




ANSWER

Correct Answer: D

Option (D) is correct. The purpose of forming homogeneous
flexible groups based on formative assessments is to
structure lessons in a way that provides targeted instruction
in supportive small-group settings. Such a setting allows
students to practice skills they need to learn and enriches
students who are proficient in the assessed areas. Reteaching
and reinforcement give students an additional opportunity to
succeed.




Summary
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same time.



Constructed Response Example

Read the scenario below and then respond to the TWO tasks in the
answer sheet booklet. The suggested time to spend on this question
is 10 minutes.

Scenario

While Jenny, a first-grade student, reads a grade-level-appropriate

passage that she has not previously read, the teacher makes the

following observations.

e Pauses frequently as she attempts to recognize many of the words

e Often reads words incorrectly and doesn’t apply strategies to self-
correct errors

* Uses her finger to point to each word while reading orally and
reads at a slow rate with poor natural expression

The teacher’s observation notes also indicate that when a text is read
to Jenny, she performs at a proficient level in comprehension and
seems to enjoy having an adult or a peer read to her. Her scores on
summative reading comprehension measures show below-average
performance in recalling details and identifying story elements in a
fictional text.

Tasks:

Based on the information provided, identify
and describe TWO difficulties in literacy that
Jenny is experiencing. Support each identified
difficulty with specific details about Jenny’s
observed reading performance.

Describe ONE informal and ONE formal
reading assessment tool Jenny’s teacher can
use to evaluate and monitor her future
growth in EACH of the areas of need
identified in Task 1. Explain in your response
how the teacher can use the data collected
from each evaluative measure to drive further
instruction.
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Constructed Response Scoring Guide




	Fluency
	Review:  Simple View of Reading
	Review: The Reading Rope
	Proficient Word Recognition  Fluency
	The 3 Dimensions of Reading Fluency
	Accuracy in Word Decoding
	Automatic Processing
	Automatic Word Recognition Experiment
	Prosody
	Prosody Experiment
	Slide Number 11
	Sample Test Question
	ANSWER
	Effective Fluency Instruction
	Fluency Instruction
	Alphabetic Prosody
	Fluency Practice with Letter Names
	Developing Speed Drills
	Phrase-Cued Oral Reading
	Fluency Practice
	Simultaneous Oral Reading
	Partner Reading (including Modeling)
	Repeated Readings
	Other Fluency Strategies for Pairs & Individuals
	Other Fluency Strategies for Groups
	Sample Test Question
	ANSWER
	Fluency Assessment
	Assessing Accuracy and Automaticity
	Assessment: Leveling Students
	Sample Test Question
	ANSWER
	Assessing Prosody
	Importance of Prosody
	Timeline of Typical Reading Development & the Window for Maximum Effect of Intervention
	Looking at ORF Expectations during the �“Window of Opportunity”
	Students Who are Struggling with Word Identification…
	Slide Number 38
	Sample Test Question
	ANSWER
	Question
	ANSWER
	Question
	ANSWER
	Sample Test Question
	ANSWER
	Summary
	Oral Reading Fluency & Comprehension
	Constructed Response Example
	Constructed Response Scoring Guide
	Constructed Response Scoring Guide

