
 
 

I am pleased to provide to you an update on the progress of the CSU-Pueblo Institute of 

Cannabis Research (ICR). With leadership from the provost and the steering committee, the ICR 

is successfully moving forward on implementing its mission to generate new knowledge of 

cannabis and its derivatives, through research and education that contributes to science, medicine 

and society, and improves lives.  

 

Faculty research is being conducted on the CSU-Pueblo campus 

 Currently, there are 10 CSU-Pueblo faculty leading research efforts on 12 cannabis-

related studies, all being funded by a combination of Pueblo County and state of Colorado funds.  

Multiple academic disciplines are involved that include psychology, education, engineering, 

business, biology, and chemistry.  

 The research proposals were reviewed Dr. Michael Van Dyke, chief of Environmental 

Epidemiology, Occupational Health, and Toxicology at the Colorado Department of Public 

Health and Environment to ensure there is no overlap with CDPHE funded projects.  

 Simultaneously, the ICR is working with Pueblo County to finalize the scope of cannabis 

impact studies to be conducted by CSU-Pueblo in Pueblo County in 2017. The scope of research 

areas will include social and economic impacts; water and energy considerations; and analysis of 

cross-contamination in grow operations. 

 

The 2017 National Cannabis Research Conference planning is underway 

 Excellent progress is being made in planning the first academically-focused, multi-

disciplinary, national cannabis conference to be held on the CSU-Pueblo campus, April 28-30, 

2017.  The keynote speaker for the conference is Dr. Raphael Mechoulam, considered a pioneer 

in cannabis research. Dr. Mechoulam is an organic chemist and professor of Medicinal 

Chemistry at the Institute of Drug Research, at Hebrew University of Jerusalem in Israel.  

 Abstract proposals are being accepted from throughout the state, nation, and even 

internationally.  They will be peer-reviewed and evaluated to determine what research will be 

presented at the conference. There is tremendous interest in the ICR conference from 

researchers, universities and organizations. 

 

The ICR Steering Committee is providing leadership to the Institute 

 The Steering Committee continues to lay a firm foundation for the Institute.  The initial 

work of the committee was focused on the coordination and decision-making regarding what 

cannabis-related research studies would be funded. Now, the committee is focusing on creation 

of ICR policies and procedures, updating the mission statement and objectives, planning the 

national conference, and preparing for the future of the ICR and its programming, partnerships, 

and funding.  

 



Marketing and Communication efforts upgraded 

 Marketing and communication strategies regarding the ICR are being enhanced through 

an updated website, expanded media and distribution list, and development of print documents 

that highlight the institute’s accomplishments and goals for moving forward. 

 Finally, a welcome to Jen Mullen, now serving as the interim managing director of the 

ICR.  A search will be conducted during spring 2017 for a permanent ICR director. 

 

Regards, 

 

 
Lesley Di Mare, Ph.D. 


