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AP Course Description 

The AP program in United States History is designed to provide students with the analytical skills 

and enduring understandings necessary to deal critically with the problems and materials in 

United States history. The program prepares students for intermediate and advanced college 

courses by making demands upon them equivalent to those made by full-year introductory 

college courses. Students should learn to assess historical materials—their relevance to a given 

interpretive problem, their reliability, and their importance—and to weigh the evidence and 

interpretations presented in historical scholarship. An AP United States History course should 

thus develop the skills necessary to arrive at conclusions on the basis of an informed judgment 

and to present reasons and evidence clearly and persuasively in an essay format. - College Board 

 

Goals 

Students will gain a comprehensive understanding of our nation, its people, its struggles and its 

successes through a variety of perspectives, primary and secondary sources.   

Resources 

 Tindall, George Brown, and David E. Shi. America: A Narrative History. Vols. 1 & 2. 

New York:W. W. Norton. 

 Madaras, Larry and James So Relle. Taking Sides: Clashing Views on Controversial 

Issues in American History, Vols 1&2  Mcgraw Hill / Duskin 10
th
 edition 

   Davidson and Lytle, After the Fact: The Art of Historical Detection (New York:  

McGraw-Hill, 2004) 

 Primary and Secondary Sources via internet sites such as the Library of Congress, 

National Archives, Smithsonian, various digital university and museum collections 

around the United States 

 Newspapers, Journals and other scholarly publications 

 University resources: libraries and primary sources on line 

Policies and Procedures 

1. Expect to come to class every day prepared and willing to learn. 

2. Complete your work honestly and with integrity 

3. Keep an open mind and take the class seriously. 

4. Be respectful and polite. 

5. Do all of the work you are asked to do. 

 

Grading 

Reading Quizzes 20%  A-100%-90% 

Chapter/Unit Tests 20%  B- 89%-80% 

Readings 20%   C- 79%-70% 

Writings 20%   D- 69%-60% 

Midterm/Final Exam 20%  F-  59-0% 

Measuring Your Understanding 

 An independent reading assignment for year   

 Terms, tests, and discussion tests   

Advanced Placement 

History of the 

United States 
 



 Researched critical analysis essays    

 Editing, discussing, and revising student writing, peer review   

 Peer review of essays   

 Minor papers    

 Nightly reading    

 Vocabulary/literary terms assignments and quizzes   

 Maps, charts, graphs 

 Group and individual PowerPoint presentations  

 Regular class discussion of reading    

 Practice AP tests in-class and at-home: multiple choice    

 Quizzes in reading comprehension    

 In-class timed writing   

 Individual conferences with the teacher  
 

Research Papers 

Students will complete a research paper 8-10 pages typed chosen from a list of topics.  

Each paper will contain an outline, bibliography/works cited page, rough draft, revised draft and 

final copy.  Students will be required to use a minimum of 10 sources and the sources must be a 

balance of primary and secondary sources internet and non-internet. 

 

Independent Reading 

Students will complete one independent reading each semester 

Choices will include:  The Jungle, The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin,  

Thirteen Days, The Scarlet Letter, Uncle Tom’s Cabin, In Pharaoh’s Army, 

Milagro Beanfield War 

 

Topics of Study 

New World Beginnings 

Exploration through French and Indian War 

Treaty of Paris 1763 and the Road to Revolution 

The Confederation and the Constitution 

Jeffersonian Democracy  

Early Nation through Era of Good Feelings  

Age of Jackson  

Manifest Destiny and its Legacy 

Causes of the Civil War through Reconstruction  

Gilded Age through Populism  

Urban Society, Populism and Progressivism 

The Emergence of America as a World Power 

The New Era: 1920s 

The Great Depression and the New Deal 

The Second World War 

The Home Front During the War 

The United States and the Early Cold War 

The 1950s 

The Turbulent 1960s 

New Conservatism 

The End of the Cold War 

Politics and Economics at the end of the Twentieth Century 

 



Themes of Study 

 Political, Social and Economic influences throughout the history United States 

 Historiography and how interpretations of history have altered over time 

 The struggle for inclusion throughout history: The democratization of the United States 

 Evolving US foreign policy 

 Content and context! 

 

Unit 1. History and the American Identity 

 Why study history? 

 Perspectives throughout history 

 Where does our identity come from? 

 The geography of our nation and the world around it 

Reading Assignments (RA): 

Introduction and Ch 1- America:A Narrative History; Defining America: A Special Report (US 

News and World Report, June/July 2004) 

Key Discussion Topics: American identity, culture, diversity, who discovered America? ,Native 

culture, early explorers, native culture The Columbian Exchange, Renaissance, Reformation, 

nation states, religion, why did they explore? 

Major Assessments(MA):Pre-test, Reading Quiz, Mapping the world, Writing Assessment: 

What do you believe defines us as Americans?  Debate: Should we celebrate Columbus Day? 

Test Chapter 1. 

 

Unit 2 . Colonial America to 1763 

 How did the confluence of three distinct cultures create a unique American identity/ 

 How did the geography of the colonies impact their development? 

RA: America: A Narrative History Ch. 2-4; “Serving Time in Virginia” (After the Fact);  

excerpts from The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin 

Key Discussion Topics: The impact of three cultures-Native, African and European on creating 

the uniqueness of America; time and distance from the mother country, Puritan influences, Salem 

witch trials, slavery influences; communication, transportation; the development of trade and 

local government in the colonies, colonization, economic, political, religious and cultural 

differences between southern, middle and northern colonies,  

MA:reading quizzes,  reading journals, vocabulary, identifications, Unit Test, design recruitment 

posters for the new world, Analyze Martha Ballard and A Midwife’s Tale compare various 

colonial newspapers, create a colonial newspaper incorporating issues of economy, politics, 

government, trade, slavery 

 

Online exercise based on Martha Ballard’s diary,  

  

 DBQ: Colonial  mercantilism and the foundation of this country 

 

Unit 3. The American Revolution  

 What are the reasons the colonies revolted from England? 

 Identifying the many revolutions: cultural, governmental, economic, political and military 

revolutions.  

 

RA: America: A Narrative History Ch. 5-6, The Declaration of Independence, Common Sense, 

excerpts from 1776 by David McCulloch, writings of John Locke. 



Key Discussion Topics: Did the revolution happen before a single shot was fired? mercantilism, 

colonial wars, French and Indian War, colonial unification,  the radicalism of the revolution, the 

Treaty of Paris 

MA: reading quizzes, reading journals with essential questions, vocabulary and identifications, 

document shuffle, 

Unit test Ch 5-6, DBQ: Defining the Revolution  

 

Unit 4 Building a New Nation 

 Designing a Government 

 The early years of the Republic 

RA: America: A Narrative History Ch.7; “Were the Founding Fathers Democratic Reformers ? ” 

(Taking Sides, Volume I) 

Key Discussion Topics: Balancing power: state and federal government, political parties, 

sectionalism, states’ rights and the federal government, Shay’s Rebellion , Articles of 

Confederation, constitutional Convention 

MA: Reading quizzes, reading journals with essential questions, vocabulary and identifications, 

Unit Test Ch7 DBQ Why shift from Confederation to Constitution? 

 

Unit 5 The Federalist Era 

 Who were the Federalists and how did they differ from Republicans? 

RA: America: A Narrative History Ch. 8 

Key Discussion Topics: The French and American Revolutions,  Hamilton vs Jefferson, 

Washington and Adams’ presidencies 

MA: Reading quizzes, reading journals with essential questions, vocabulary and identifications, 

Unit Test Ch8 DBQ Federalists v Republicans 

 

Unit 6A Jeffersonian Republicanism and the Era of Good Feelings 

RA: America: A Narrative History Ch. 9-10; “ Did Thomas Jefferson Abandon his Principles in 

Purchasing the Louisiana Territory?”  (Taking Sides, Volume I) 

Key Discussion Topics: The Revolution of 1800, Louisiana Purchase, the War of 1812, treaties,  

slavery and the Missouri Compromise, the Supreme court, the Marshall rulings 

MA: Reading quizzes, reading journals with essential questions, vocabulary and identifications, 

Debate: War of 1812 different points of view, Unit Test Ch 9-10 

 

Unit 6B Jacksonian America 

 Applying principles of republicanism, freedom as the nation strengthens 

 Interaction between settlers and Native Americans 

RA: America: A Narrative History Ch. 11-12 

Key Discussion Topics: Indian removal, Whigs, Jackson vs Calhoun, the Bank War, Hard Cider 

and Log Cabin Campaign 

MA: Reading quizzes, reading journals with essential questions, vocabulary and identifications, 

Unit Test Ch 11-12 

 

Unit 7  American Renaissance and Manifest Destiny  

 Why West? 

RA: America: A Narrative History Ch. 13-14 

Key Discussion Topics: Second Great Awakening, literature, “Young America”, Westward 

Expansion, The Mexican War, Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo and Gold! 

MA: Reading quizzes, reading journals with essential questions, vocabulary and identifications, 

Unit Test Ch13-14 DBQ:  The Romanticism of the West and Reality of the West 



Unit 8 A House Divided 

 Causes of the Civil War 

 Results of the Civil War 

 Economies without slavery 

RA: America: A Narrative History Ch. 15,16,17,18 Lincoln’s Second Inaugural Address, 

Gettysburg Address, 

Key Discussion Topics: The peculiar institution, abolitionism, Free Soil Lincoln, secession, Civil 

War, the Old South, Emancipation Proclamation, Reconstruction, Impeachment of  Andrew 

Johnson, New South, Compromise of 1877, Booker T. Washington vs. W.E.B. Du Bois, 

sharecropping and tenant farming. 

MA: Reading quizzes, reading journals with essential questions, vocabulary and identifications, 

How does the abolition of slavery change the economy of the United States? Civil War 

photographs: Does the  Camera Ever Lie?  (Library of Congress) Unit Test Ch15-18. 

DBQ: Why did the South Secede? 

 

Unit 9 The Final Western Expansion  

 Closing of the Frontier 

 Native American Cultural Destruction 

RA: America: A Narrative History Ch. 19, 20 

Key Discussion Topics: Dawes Act, Reservation system,   

MA: Reading quizzes, reading journals with essential questions, vocabulary and identifications, 

examine Frederick Jackson Turner’s “The Significance of the Frontier in American History” 

xroads.virginia.edu/hyper/turner ,  Unit Test Ch19-20 

 

Unit 10 The Industrial Revolution, The Gilded Age, The Progressive Era 

 Robber Barrons or Captains of Industry? 

 Freedom of the Individual vs Health Safety and Welfare of the People 

RA: America: A Narrative History Ch. 20,21,22,24 

Key Discussion Topics: robber barrons, captains of industry, labor unions, Pendleton Act,  

Haymarket Square, William Jennings Bryan, Populist Party, the Grange, gold standard vs. silver 

standard, Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire: should the owners be held accountable? Three 

progressive presidents, Square Deal, New Freedom, dollar diplomacy, moral diplomacy, 

muckrakers, women’s issues, consumer protection, the purity crusade, political corruption, 

environmental protection, social justices, socialism 

MA: Reading quizzes, reading journals with essential questions, vocabulary and identifications, 

Unit Test Ch.20,21,22, 24 

 

Unit 11 Imperialism, American Empire and the Great War to End All Wars 

 How former colonies justified imperialism of 19
th
 century colonies 

 Technology and warfare 

 Economics and warfare 

RA: America: A Narrative History Ch. 23, Ch 25 

Key Discussion Topics: Spanish American War, causes of American imperialism, Panama 

Canal, Dollar Diplomacy,  neutrality during WWI, causes of American entry into WWI, 

stalemate, trench warfare, Wilson’s 14 points, Treaty of Versailles, conflict between Wilson and 

Congress, League of Nations,  

MA: Reading quizzes, reading journals with essential questions, vocabulary and identifications,  

Primary source analysis:  US and the Philippines-to take over or not to take over, that is the 

question; Wartime liberties: comparing the Alien and Sedition Acts with the Patriot Act  2001 

Unit Test Ch 23, Ch 25 



 

Unit 12 The Roaring Twenties and the Great Depression 

 Isolationism, Nativism and Racism: connected? 

 To regulate or not? 

RA: America: A Narrative History Ch. 26, 27, 28 

Key Discussion Topics: Red Scare, Sacco and Vanzetti, KKK, immigration restrictions, 

prohibition, organized crime, jazz, literature, Harlem Renaissance, women, the stock market, 

Harding, Coolidge, Hoover, FDR-New Deal, court packing plan, isolationism 

MA: Reading quizzes, reading journals with essential questions, vocabulary and identifications, 

Sacco and Vanzetti : The Case of History vs. Laws in After the Fact, Transcript of A fireside 

chat, Debating the New Deal, Unit Test Ch 26,27,28  DBQ:Comparing Hoover and FDR 

 

Unit 13 WWII 

 Fascism, Communism, Democracy 

 Preparing the unprepared for war: the Homefront 

 Conventional vs  Nuclear weapons 

RA: America: A Narrative History Ch. 29, 30; “The Decision to Drop the Bomb”- After the Fact 

Key Discussion Topics: neutrality, Pearl Harbor,  Japanese Imperialism, internment camps, 

homefront, Atlantic Charter, Yalta, Tehran, Potsdam, UN,  Atomic Bomb,,  

MA: Reading quizzes, reading journals with essential questions, vocabulary and identifications, 

Mock Trial: The Dropping of the Atomic Bomb: Primary Sources as evidence in a trial.  Unit 

Test Ch, 29,30 DBQ:The Dropping of the Atomic Bomb 

 

Unit 14 The Cold War and 1950s Prosperity 

 1950s A kinder gentler time? 

 Enemies Abroad 

RA: America: A Narrative History Ch. 31,32,33; “Were the 1950s America’s Happy Days?” 

Taking Sides Volume II; 

Key Discussion Topics: Truman, Ike, and JFK and the Cold War, Truman Doctrine, Marshall 

Plan, NATO, crisis in Berlin, the Korean War, Red China, McCarthyism, flexible response, Bay 

of Pigs, Cuban Missile Crisis, suburbia, Levittown, interstate highways, Beatniks, Brown vs 

Board of Education 

MA: Reading quizzes, reading journals with essential questions, vocabulary and identifications, 

Unit Test Ch. 31,32,33 Free Response: Cold and Hot Wars of the 20
th
 Century 

 

 

Unit 15 The 1960s and 1970s, Civil Rights, Vietnam Rebellion and Reaction  

 Protest movements 

 Social Justice 

 Oil and foreign policy 

RA: America: A Narrative History Ch. 34,35, Instant Watergate: Footnoting the Final Days- 

After the Fact 

Key Discussion Topics: : Martin Luther King,  Freedom Summer, sit-ins, Black Panthers, 

Malcolm X, March on Washington New Frontier, Great Society, War on Poverty, 

Vietnamization, My Lai, Tet Offensive, communism, Civil Rights Act 1964, Watergate, OPEC, 

stagflation, WIN, Camp David, Sadat, Khomeni, Carter, Iran Hostage Crisis   Free Response: 

What criteria should be used to declare war, give examples of reasons to, or not to, go to war. 

 

MA: Reading quizzes, reading journals with essential questions, vocabulary and identifications, 

Unit Test Ch. 34,35   



 

Unit 16  The Rise of Conservatism 

 Debt and surplus 

 End of the Cold War 

RA: America: A Narrative History Ch. 36 

Key Discussion Topics: deficit spending, end of the Cold War, Fall of Berlin Wall, 

perestroika/glastnost, Iran Contra,  Operation Desert Shield, Desert Shield, Desert Storm, Clinton 

Administration, Somalia, Kosovo, 9-11, war on terror,  

MA: Reading quizzes, reading journals with essential questions, vocabulary and identifications, 

Unit Test Ch36, Presidential Quiz- matching Presidents with their accomplishments/main events 

 

Unit 17 AP Review 

 Sample AP Tests 

 Yearlong review 

 Review of the decades 

 Key themes 

 

 

 

Students will be using www.turitin.com 

 to submit research papers.  This website checks for plagarism.   

 

 

I have read and understand the syllabus. 

 

___________________________  ___________ 

Student Name Printed       Date 

 

_____________________________ 

Student Signature 

http://www.turnitin.com/

